Abstract: Coastal waters are ecosystems of great human and ecological interest where complex processes occur. The interaction of physical ( e.g., coastal currents, upwelling, tides, and advection) , chemical ( variable chemical properties including nutrient inputs) , and ecological ( e.g., biological production and its dynamics, and prey / predator interactions) processes induce high spatial and temporal variability in the water. This variability determines the abundance and structure of different biological communities present in coastal waters, in particular zooplankton, which are at the lower levels of the oceanic food chain. To understand coastal zooplankton community structure and explore its relationship with various environmental factors, a zooplankton survey was carried out in Jincheng, Laizhou Bay. Fifteen sampling sites were chosen to

